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penalised by the environment, and that, therefore, the
instincts and feelings must be * given their due *, must
be exalted even if it means breaking up and abandoning
the civilised environment for a more primitive one.
To-day this exaltation of the instincts is seen in all
demands for a return to deeper * feeling * as with
Lawrence, and in all worships of unconscious * men-
tation*, as with the surrealists, Hemingways, and
Fascists. In individuals this mechanism is infantile
regression, seen in its pathological form in the
neuroses.
Now these mechanisms involve the discovery of a
real defect. Social being is held back by social con-
sciousness ; the instincts are thwarted and the feelings
are made poor by the environment. But die remedy
is wrong. The neurotic cannot, as we know, be
cured by infantile regression. All it does for him is
to secure him unconsciousness and take from him
painful thoughts, at the price of a lowering of con-
sciousness and an impoverishing of values. Civilisation
cannot be cured by going back along the path to the
primitive, it can only become at a lower level more
unconscious of its decay. Just as the neurotic's return
to childhood solutions of problems is unhealthier than
childhood, so a civilisation's return to a primitive
solution is unhealthier than primitive life itself. The
very history between makes such solutions unreal.
To the primitive these problems have never existed.
To the regressive they have existed but he has repressed
them. It is into the wilderness these people would
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